
 

 
Call To Order - 7:02  PM    General and Executive Board Meeting  Wednesday, November 8, 2023 

Group Norms and Agreements: We are all volunteers and we try our best 

Everyone is treated with respect. Participation is encouraged – everyone’s input is valuable 

Only one person speaks at a time.  Speak only for yourself It’s OK to disagree respectfully,Keep it polite 

In addition to our usual group norms, Please keep your MIC ON to encourage participation. 

 

Welcome  Thank you for being here 

Attendance  Please be sure your name is correct on ZOOM, so that the secretary can take attendance. 

Minutes Motion to dispense with the reading of the minutes from OCTOBER, as published on 
Facebook and the TJ PTA Website. 
Motion -   Kelly G 
2nd -  Beth S  

Mail (Jen)  Check from Kona Ice from Fall Fest and a thank you note from our music teacher. 

Treasurer’s Report 
 
 

 Please continue to use this link for check requests. CLICK HERE 
  
Income: Membership, Restaurant Night, Kona Ice, Interest and 6th Grade t-shirts 
 
Disbursements: Membership, Teacher Reimbursements, 6th Grade tshirts and Game Show 
Guru 

Principals’ Reports 
Dr. Sasso/ Mr. Olson 

● As you have hopefully already read, Thomas Jefferson Elementary School has been 
given the designation of being an Exemplary School. This means we are considered 
to be in the top 10% of all Elementary schools in the State. I am very excited for the 
recognition, and we are the only school in the district with this distinction. Many 
factors contributed to our success including state test growth and no sub-groups 
that are underperforming. What a great way to end our elementary tenure! 

 
● Construction Update - They have put most of the roof on the new addition, which was 

an important step. This means they can continue to work regardless of the weather. 
Click here to see updated pictures with the new roof! You can click on this link for 
pictures of the construction from September so you can see how much has been 
done in just a couple of months. 

 
● Parent Teacher Conferences will be offered the week of Thanksgiving on November 

20th and 21st. Your child's teacher should have already communicated with you how 
to sign up for a conference slot. Please contact your child's teacher if you have any 
questions. 

 
● Next week there will be an all-school assembly with the Game Show Guru that will 

include student council speeches and recognition for Sharon, our crossing guard, for 
her 45 years of service! 

 
● We are looking forward to bringing back social activities such as choir concerts, 

visits from Fremd students coming over and different clubs starting up. 

https://airtable.com/shrAew8rTLc7Jh0gD
https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1XCAqrS6nfHZ_kM4TeUXpfyuK1hpAzYQm?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1XCAqrS6nfHZ_kM4TeUXpfyuK1hpAzYQm?usp=sharing
https://photos.app.goo.gl/4PcbwRZ17bmvff8s7
https://photos.app.goo.gl/4PcbwRZ17bmvff8s7


 

TJ Staff/Teachers “Report” 
SIGN UP 
 

3rd Grade teachers - What is your favorite Thanksgiving Pie? 
 
Ms. Thornton: She doesn’t like pumpkin pie at all, but she does like chocolate. They are in 
the process of booking a field trip to a play at the Metropolis because it was a huge hit 
last year. 
 
Ms. Christensen: She is a huge fan of pumpkin pie with whipped cream. The Copier is 
fixed! It has been a wonderful start to the year, and she is really enjoying the smaller 
classes this year. They are busy with Science and Math and looking forward to fall break. 
 
Ms. Fletcher: She is not a fan of Thanksgiving pie. The Halloween party was fantastic. The 
parents did a great job! Her class is looking forward to the field trip. Thank you for 
everything the PTA does. We are all looking forward to assemblies and all group events. 

President’s Report . 

District 15 NWSC Superintendent report.  
- Construction banners being ordered for fences. They think TJ is included. 

Other Things 
- Membership: 25 members by 12/1 
- Bylaws: you should read them sometime.  
- Reflections: did anyone do anything? Due now 
- PTA Convention: if anyone is interested in being a delegate, email Jessica. 3/14 & 

3/16 
- Round Table on Fundraising… What are your thoughts on having a Trivia Night as a 

community event?  
Recognition for TJ PTA! We won two awards: 

- Membership Award - For our outstanding membership retention. 
- Diversity, Equity, Inclusion Action Award - For our Donuts with a Grown-up name 

change. 

Future PTA Events Consider importing the TJ PTA Meetings & Events calendar to your calendar of choice 
using this link: 
https://calendar.google.com/calendar/u/0?cid=OGIwYWU3ZjE3ODk5MGMyMTkyNGNkNT
ViNWZkNTY1YWJkYjE2ZTVmNGQxZTIwZWI4ZWJhN2UwZDBlMzliMTE2ZEBncm91cC5jY
WxlbmRhci5nb29nbGUuY29t 

New Business         . 

Zoom Account ● ZOOM LINK, will be the same link every month after you register. If you missed the 
information that was emailed out earlier, please reach out to Jes or Anne for 
assistance. 

Committee Reports ● Please consider joining a committee.   
● Please reach out to Jes or Anne if you are interested in a committee or would like 

more information. 
Summary of each Committee 

On-Going Business 

 TJ PTA Cares ● Thursday Volunteers- SIGN UP GENIUS  The teachers can use a lot of help, and we 
would love to have the extra hands. There is also an option for some take-home 
work each week. 

 
  

https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1On1ElRF_uY5_Qn4DaiFQjafuO-4OMJpHBV6b4zQn9mg/edit#gid=0
https://calendar.google.com/calendar/u/0?cid=OGIwYWU3ZjE3ODk5MGMyMTkyNGNkNTViNWZkNTY1YWJkYjE2ZTVmNGQxZTIwZWI4ZWJhN2UwZDBlMzliMTE2ZEBncm91cC5jYWxlbmRhci5nb29nbGUuY29t
https://calendar.google.com/calendar/u/0?cid=OGIwYWU3ZjE3ODk5MGMyMTkyNGNkNTViNWZkNTY1YWJkYjE2ZTVmNGQxZTIwZWI4ZWJhN2UwZDBlMzliMTE2ZEBncm91cC5jYWxlbmRhci5nb29nbGUuY29t
https://calendar.google.com/calendar/u/0?cid=OGIwYWU3ZjE3ODk5MGMyMTkyNGNkNTViNWZkNTY1YWJkYjE2ZTVmNGQxZTIwZWI4ZWJhN2UwZDBlMzliMTE2ZEBncm91cC5jYWxlbmRhci5nb29nbGUuY29t
https://calendar.google.com/calendar/u/0?cid=OGIwYWU3ZjE3ODk5MGMyMTkyNGNkNTViNWZkNTY1YWJkYjE2ZTVmNGQxZTIwZWI4ZWJhN2UwZDBlMzliMTE2ZEBncm91cC5jYWxlbmRhci5nb29nbGUuY29t
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1MXS7SkKdKqHWCxu72qladJmdfG1NMOwG4_J8RBibPX4/edit?usp=sharing
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/4090544A8A629A5FB6-copy#/


 
 
Committee Reports 

  

Staff/Teacher Appreciation 
(Lindsay WS & Ashley M)  

● TJ students are completing "thankful hearts" to share some of their favorite 
memories about TJ. Completed hearts were sent home at the end of last week 
and are due to teachers by Friday, 11/10. The Teacher Appreciation team will be 
assembling a thankful tree to decorate the halls of TJ next week - keep an eye out 
for it when you're in the building for fall conferences! 

● If you want to help with the assembly, join us on Monday, November 13th @ 
430pm. 

● We have sent the “Favorite Things” surveys to the teachers. If you are interested 
in the responses, please reach out to Jes.  

Dinner Night Out 
(Katy) 

● Pending:  
○ Chicago Pizza Authority - Nov. 22 

Membership 
(Amanda) 

● Link to Join: https://tjpta.memberhub.com/store?limit=21&live=true 
● Thanks to anyone who signed up during the Back 2 School Fall Fest, and 

otherwise. We are up to 98 members! 
● If you are new… SIGN UP, we like you. Membership does not close and is open all 

year. 
● There are new buttons on our Giveback members hub - Community and Donations 

- These new buttons give alumni and other community members an opportunity to 
support our school. 

Spirit Wear  
 (Bri and Melissa) 

● Grade Level Shirts: BIG mess up. Emails have all gone out, and the deadline has 
been extended. 

● NOVEMBER Flyer, Sale.  

Hospitality 
(Becca and Liz) 

● Donut with a Grown Up, Day 1 was a huge success. 
● We are ready to go for Day 2 tomorrow. 
● If you didn’t get a donut today, please join us again tomorrow. We have added 

more donuts so there will be plenty.  

Windy City Bulls 
(Dominika) 

● Saturday, January 6th @ 7pm - Tickets are only $20 each. 
● We have been working with Nate, who is great! 
● No new deposit needed as Cara has our deposit from pre-covid.  
● Marion Jordan and Whiteley will be joining us. Schools are encouraged to wear 

spirit wear. 

5th Grade ● Tshirts have been delivered. Yay Pauly 

Offer on the table ● Ely and Jes are offering to connect with this year’s 5th and 6th grade event 
coordinators. 

● If you are interested, we will share all of the things that they arranged and used for 
last year’s event, including an overview of their timeline.  

Book Fair 
(Mandy) 

Here’s what you need to know about the big event, which will take place from November 
15-17th during school hours and November 20th during Parent/Teacher conferences in 
the SMALL GYM: 

● November 13-14, SET UP 
● 14th- Preview for teachers and students 
● 15-17th Open for Business  https://www.scholastic.com/bf/tjbookfair 
● Volunteers needed please.  SIGN UP GENIUS Please note, if we don’t have 

volunteers the book fair will not be open for business. 

https://tjpta.memberhub.com/store?limit=21&live=true
https://tjpta.memberhub.com/store?limit=21&live=true
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1l8j2lML6xk6wu20uNccQ58B_P59licYK/view?usp=drive_link
https://www.scholastic.com/bf/tjbookfair
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/4090544A8A629A5FB6-45830178-tjfall


 

● Please reference this letter for more information.  

SPARK 
(Abby)  

- Spark: Anxiety in Children and adolescents w/ D15 Social Workers Monday, 
November 27, 7-8:30 VIRTUAL meeting    

Holiday Shop 
(Becca) 

● This year’s Holiday Shop will be held December 11th - 14th during the school day.  
● Monday and Tuesday will have full day shopping hours and Wednesday and 

Thursday will be half days. 
● Watch for a SignUp Genius after Thanksgiving. 

Social Event ● Our December Social is back!!  
● No formal PTA Meeting in December. Please consider joining us at First Place 

Sports Bar @ 7pm. Bring a friend, or 2, or 3! 
● The PTA will provide appetizers and potentially some amazing door prizes. Maybe 

Adam will entertain us with stand-up comedy. 
● This is a no shop talk event…just a celebration with the TJ community. 

 
Adjournment - 7:49pm 
 
* Next meeting -December 13, Social Event at First Place.  
Get ready for some fun.  
Bring a friend, Bring 3.  
  
2023-25 Bylaws 
 

Date Event 

Wed, Nov 15, 2023 BOE Meeting 

Fri, Nov 17, 2023 Progress Reports (1-6) 

Mon, Nov 20, 2023 No School - Parent/Teacher Conf. 

Tue, Nov 21, 2023 No School - Parent/Teacher Conf. 

Wed, Nov 22, 2023 No School - Non-attendance day 

Thu, Nov 23, 2023 No School - Thanksgiving break 

Fri, Nov 24, 2023 No School - Thanksgiving break 

Mon, Nov 27, 2023 SPARK Event 

  

Mon, Dec 4, 2023 NWSC President's Meeting 

Wed, Dec 13, 2023 PTA Social Event @ First Place Sports Bar & Grill 

Wed, Dec 13, 2023 BOE Meeting 

Mon, Dec 5 - Fri, Jan 5 Winter Break 

  

Tue, Jan 9, 2024 NWSC President's Meeting 

Wed, Jan 10, 2024 PTA Meeting 

Fri, Jan 12, 2024 Progress Reports (K & 7-8) 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1TGP2Lgwlq0gkxboxBCc88EI_ZnmNgr4P/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1d0L0pIjGQPOzcDLsneP8X5WALNVuAnQ3/view?usp=drive_link
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1BCuxkC-nrx_-XHK_xk8o8jbkvO3SKPU6Sh3E5zIFZD8/edit?usp=drive_link


 

Mon, Jan 15, 2024 No School - MLK 

Tue, Jan 16, 2024 Half Day - Teacher Institute 

Wed, Jan 17, 2024 BOE Meeting 

Mon, Jan 22, 2024 SPARK Event 

Mon, Jan 29, 2024 NWSC Reflections Showcase & General Membership Meeting 

Tue, Jan 30, 2024 Half Day - Teacher Institute 

  

Mon, Feb 5, 2024 NWSC President's Meeting 

Mon, Feb 5, 2024 District Spelling Bee 

Tue, Feb 12, 2024 PTA Meeting 

Wed, Feb 14, 2024 BOE Meeting 

Mon, Feb 19, 2024 No School - Presidents Day 

Tue, Feb 20, 2024 No School - Teacher Plan Day 

Mon, Feb 26, 2024 SPARK Event 

  

Fri, Mar 1, 2024 Progress Reports (1-6) 

Mon, Mar 4, 2024 NWSC President's Meeting 

Wed, Mar 13, 2024 PTA Meeting 

Wed, Mar 13, 2024 BOE Meeting 

Mon, Mar 18, 2024 SPARK Event 

Mar 25-29, 2024 No School - Spring Break 

  

Mon, Apr 1, 2024 NWSC President's Meeting 

Fri, Apr 5, 2024 Progress Reports (7-8) 

Wed, Apr 10, 2024 PTA Meeting 

Wed, Apr 10, 2024 BOE Meeting 

Mon, Apr 22, 2024 SPARK Event 

  

Fri, May 3, 2024 No School - Teacher Plan day 

Mon, May 6, 2024 NWSC Spring Fling & General Membership Meeting 

Wed, May 8, 2024 PTA Changeover Meeting & Recognition 

Wed, May 8, 2024 BOE Meeting 

Mon, May 20, 2024 NWSC Changeover Meeting 



 

Thu, May 23, 2024 Last Day (no emergency days); Progress Reports (K-8) 

Mon, May 27, 2024 Memorial Day 

  

Mon, Jun 3, 2024 Last Day (all emergency days used) 

Wed, Jun 12, 2024 BOE Meeting 

 
Attendance: 
Anne Epsom, Jessica Weir,  
Kendall, Mahn, Burns,  


